
 

        HAUPPAUGE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
     

   PINES ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
         22 Holly Drive, P.O. Box 6006 
                                                                   Hauppauge, New York 11788 
 

                                                                                                                                                                          Claudine DiMuzio, Ed.D. 
                                                                                                                                                                                           Principal  
November 26, 2018 
 
Dear Parents/Guardians, 
 
Parent Teacher Conferences have been scheduled for Friday, December 14, 2018 and Monday, December 17, 2018. We                 
look forward to meeting with all of our families. To help us maximize our time together, please help us maintain our                     
schedules by being on time for your conference, and being prepared to discuss with your child’s teacher(s) your child’s                   
academic, emotional, and behavioral progress.  
 
As you prepare for your conference, here are four questions you should consider asking your child’s teacher: 

1. What standards are important for my child to master this year? If you know what is expected for                  
your child’s academic success, you’ll be in a better position to monitor your child’s progress throughout                
the year.  

2. How will you assess my child’s progress? Assessments are used in different ways. Tests are one                
piece of the evaluation process. Ask what other areas (homework, participation etc.) are also used to                
assess your child’s progress in meeting the standards.  

3. What can I do at home to help my child? As a parent, you have a critical role to play in helping your                       
child succeed in school. Ask the teacher how much time your child should expect to spend on homework                  
and independent reading. What digital tools can support these academic goals? Ask if there are other                
ways you can support learning at home. 

4. What is the best way for us to communicate with each other? You’re still the best expert on your                   
child. You’ll know the day he’s sad because his goldfish died, or the day he struggled with his math                   
homework. The more you can share this kind of information with the teacher, the more support we can                  
provide your child during a given situation.  

 
I also urge you to focus on your child’s attendance and tardiness. Research shows that children who are in school most                     
of the school year see greater gains with their academic achievement than children who miss a significant (10% or more                    
of the school year) amount of school. Being late for school hurts a child’s learning, too. A student who is 10 minutes late                       
every day will miss 30 hours of instruction during the year. Children can copy notes or make up an assignment, but they                      
can never get back what’s most important: the discussions, the questions, the instruction by the teacher and the cognitive                   
rigor that makes learning come alive. Your child’s success in school depends on having a solid educational background -                   
one that can be gained through regular school attendance.  Please read the parent tips on the 2nd page of this letter.  
 
On both of these days there will be early dismissal for the entire school.  These are the dismissal times: 
 

Friday, December 14th  Walker Line-11:15 a.m.- Buses Depart-11:30 a.m. 
Monday, December 17th Walker Line-11:15 a.m.- Buses Depart-11:30 a.m. 

 
SCOPE will be available on both half days for students who currently participate in the program. There will be no after                     
school clubs on these days. 
 
We look forward to seeing all of our families this year at Parent Teacher Conferences.  
 
Sincerely, 
Claudine DiMuzio 

Claudine DiMuzio, Ed.D. 
Principal 

(631) 543-8700 • Fax (631) 543-3632 • Email: dimuzioc@hauppauge.k12.ny.us 
“A NEW YORK STATE SCHOOL OF EXCELLENCE” 
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Here’s How You Can Improve Your Child’s School Attendance: 
 

□ Talk with your child about the importance of attending school regularly. 
□ Avoid scheduling family trips or doctor appointments during school hours. 
□ Make sure your child stays healthy by eating nutritious food and getting enough sleep              

and exercise. 
□ Don’t accept excuses for why your child “must” miss or be late for school. 
□ Discuss with your child what happened at school each day. 
□ Support school rules and consequences for skipping class and being tardy. 
□ Show your child why education is important. Give specific examples of how education             

helps people succeed. 
□ Lead by example. If children see parents taking off work for no real reason, they may                

expect to be able to do the same thing. 
□ Meet with our school personnel for specific suggestions to support your child’s school             

attendance.  
 
Research shows that attendance is one of the most important factors in school success! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


